




























































































• Internet.org,	by	Facebook:	providing	 free	(or	affordable)	connectivity	 to	underserved	 regions	in	Africa,	Asia	and	Latinamerica.	
Although	they	are	basic	services,	and	chosen	by	the	provider,	it	is	much	better	than	nothing!	And	it	can	really	change	the	
lives	of	many	people.	
• Project	Loon,	 by	Google:	releasing	high	altitude	balloons	 highly	cost	effective	to	create	a	network	of	transmitters	that	can	
provide	connectivity	 to	large	areas.	It	is	Google,	they	may	be	after	our	data,	but	the	service	they	are	providing	is	invaluable:	
connectivity	 to	everyone,	TBL’s	dream	come	true!	
• Governments:	We	are	also	witnessing	how	governments	are	regulating	towards	the	provision	of	
affordable	internet	for	everyone.	For	example,	last	27th	of	October	the	European	Commission	
approved	a	package	of	measures	that	include	the	end	of	roaming	charges	by	2017.	They	have	also	
allowed	ISPs	to	continue	trading	with	fast	Internet	lanes,	which	is	a	reasonable	compromise.	That	
decision	is	on	the	interest	of	everyone,	as	it	incentivates ISPs	to	provide	a	better	service
AGAINST	– Government	Interference
• tight	regulation	can	kill	competition.	This	competition	is	what	is	making	
ISPs	to	provide	better	service	at	a	better	price,	and	it	is	a	nobel price	
economist	Gary	Becker,	who	says	that:	net	neutrality	can	be	detrimental	to	
consumer	welfare	
• We	cannot	treat	all	data	equally.	Video	streaming,	for	example,	is	highly	
demanding,	and	so	is	illegal	P2P	sharing.	Strict	Net	neutrality	regulations	
are	dangerous	because	they	can	overload	the	lanes	 with	traffic	and	
compromise	the	circulation	of	important	data.	
• Nicholas	Negroponte’s	example:	if	you	have	a	pacemaker sending	and	
receiving	data	to	the	cloud,	Net	neutrality	can	put	your	life	in	danger	
because	an	overload	of	traffic	caused	by	video	streamers	can	slow	down	
the	data	exchange	of	your	medical	device.
See	Also
• NICHOLAS	NEGROPONTE:	NET	NEUTRALITY	DOESN'T	MAKE	SENSE
• In	this	video	available	on	the	Big	Think	web	site,	MIT	Media	Lab	founder	Nicholas	Negroponte	
discusses	why	he	thinks	that	net	neutrality	doesn´t	make	sense.	You	may	like	to	skip	to	3:04	
minutes	for	the	first	mention	of	net	neutrality
• http://bigthink.com/videos/bits-bits-everywhere-with-mit-media-labs-nicholas-negroponte
• THE	UK	DOESN’T	NEED	NET	NEUTRALITY	REGULATIONS	…	YET	(2015)
• In	this	article	available	on	The	Conversation	website,	Professor	Jon	Crowcroft form	
Cambridge	University	discusses	why	net	neutrality	regulations	could	be	detrimental	to	the	
service	that	ISPs	provide	in	areas	where	there	is	fair	competition	between	ISPs	such	as	the	
UK,	Europe,	Japan,	and	South	Korea
• https://theconversation.com/the-uk-doesnt-need-net-neutrality-regulations-yet-38204
Make	Up	Your	Own	Mind
• But	argue	CRITICALLY	
about	the	pros	and	
cons
• Don’t	blindly	accept	
anyone’s	propaganda
• Come	to	a	REASONED	
conclusion
